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September 2009 
 
From the President (Melanie Dickey):  Welcome back!  Football season is here (Go 
Cats!), school is starting up, and summer is winding down, which means ASHRAE is gearing up 
for another year!  I would first like to thank Pat Johnson, our outgoing President, for his 
dedication, inspiration, and fearless leadership of our chapter last year.  He did a great job and is 
hopefully not too burned out to help me learn the ropes!  Thanks Pat! 
 
Some of you may be wondering why you are receiving 
a newsletter again since Barry George abandoned it in 
October 2005.  The answer to your question is this:  
we (the Wichita Chapter) get these little silly points for 
publishing a newsletter each month and it gives you 
(the members) something to read during lunch 
besides the ASHRAE Journal.  I can’t guarantee 
humor, trash talking, or entertainment for that matter, 
but I can guarantee we will get some points for putting 
out a newsletter.   
 
In August, our Board of Governors attended 
workshops at the CRC in Park City, Utah or online in 
Wichita, KS so we can learn how to serve you and 
ASHRAE better.  For those that haven’t attended CRC 
before (or have, but not in recent history) consider 
attending next year in exciting Springfield, Missouri.  
There are several of you that had an experience on 
the Branson Belle at the last Springfield CRC that you 
will never forget!  I’m calling on all past Presidents too!   
 
Meetings were attended, “Orange Crush” was 
consumed, and Wichita received quite a few awards 
this year at CRC, one being the prestigious “Top Dog” 
award.  A huge congratulations goes to Ken Stoppel 
and YOU, the contributors for bringing this back home!  
Ken spends a lot of his “free” time asking, begging, 
and pleading for your financial support of Research 
and Promotion and he was recognized for his hard 
work by Region IX bestowing this honor upon him.  In addition to Top Dog, Wichita Chapter 
exceeded High Five, Challenge Goal, Full Circle, New High, achieved Highest PAOE in Region IX 
and was 7th overall in Society.  Thank you Ken and thank you contributors!   
 
If we missed you at the September program on chilled beams, we hope to see you next month.  
Watch your inbox for more info to come.  Until next time…. 
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Be Green, Save Time, and Manage Your Membership Online! 
You’re probably doing it already – using the internet to pay your bills, stay in touch and 
read emails like this one. While you’re here, ASHRAE wants you to join your colleagues 
who are already managing their membership online. When you use the ASHRAE website 
to renew your membership, purchase products, or attend meetings/events, you are doing 
your part to cut down on printing and postage costs. ASHRAE provides you with a 
toolkit to do your job – your membership is packed full of technical, networking and 
professional development benefits, and it is all just a click away at ASHRAE.org. And 
did you know you can print a confirmation of your order online? If your company 
requires an invoice or receipt, print your confirmation and submit it.  ASHRAE is 
committed to promoting sustainable, efficient and renewable best practices. Make that 
commitment this year, too. When the time approaches for you to renew your 
membership, do it early and online.  So update your toolkit, and be green, save time, and 
manage your membership online through ASHRAE.org today! To start using the website 
now, click www.ashrae.org/emailverification, enter your email address and click “Go.” 
Click “Login Now” or “Forgot Your Password” to continue. If you need assistance, 
contact a customer service representative membership@ashrae.org or (800) 5-ASHRAE 
(US and Canada) or (404) 636-8400 (International). 
1791 Tullie Circle, N.E. Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2305 
404.636.8400 www.ashrae.org 
 
 

The Olympic Park in Park City, Utah. (Photo courtesy of Pat Johnson) 
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Joke of the Month 
 
 
 
Two Contractors walked into a bar.  
 
The third one ducked! 
 
 

James, Joe, and their Utah buddy at CRC. (Photo courtesy of Pat Johnson) 

Thanks for your hard work Pat!  2009 ASHRAE Golf Tournament 
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Role of HVAC&R Systems in Infectious Disease Transmission Addressed by 
ASHRAE 
  
ATLANTA –As health and school officials deal with a second wave of the H1N1 virus, 
commonly referred to as swine flu, new information is available on health consequences 
of exposure to such airborne infectious diseases and the implications on the design, 
installation and operation of HVAC&R systems. 
 
“While the long-standing public health view is that influenza transmission occurs through 
direct contact or large droplets, newer data suggests it also occurs through the airborne 
route, meaning HVAC&R systems may contribute far more to transmission of the disease 
and, potentially, to reduction of that same transmission risk,” said Gordon Holness, 
president of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning 
Engineering (ASHRAE) that developed the guidance. 
 
ASHRAE’s Airborne Infectious Diseases Position Document addresses the impact of 
ventilation on disease transmission, the disease for which ventilation is important for 
either transmission or control and the control strategies that are available for 
implementation in buildings. The paper can be read at 
www.ashrae.org/positiondocuments. 
 
Since the first reported case in the spring of 2009, the H1N1 virus has spread to nearly 
170 countries, resulting in 1,154 deaths and some 160,000 illnesses. With a better 
understanding of ventilation’s effect on the transmission of disease, future incidents of 
the H1N1 virus may now be easier to prevent, according to Holness. He said several 
technical solutions are available to assist in avoiding transmission. These include: 
dilution ventilation, airflow strategies, room pressurization, personalized ventilation, 
source control, filtration and ultraviolet germicidal irradiation. 
 
Airborne transmission through building ventilation systems can be significantly reduced 
by provision of adequate air filtration and pressurization, Holness said. ASHRAE’s other 
guidance of relevance includes Standard 170, Ventilation of Health Care Facilities, and 
Standard 611, Air Quality Within Commercial Aircraft. 
 
ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is an international organization of some 50,000 persons. 
ASHRAE fulfills its mission of advancing heating, ventilation, air conditioning and 
refrigeration to serve humanity and promote a sustainable world through research, 
standards writing, publishing and continuing education. 
 
 
 
 


